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FOOTBALL PREVIEW2013
Nick Nalbone / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
No. 1 Alabama vs. Virginia Tech, Sat. 5:30 
p.m, ESPN 
The two-time defending champions kick off the 
2013 season with a game at the Georgia Dome in 
Atlanta against the unranked Hokies . Alabama’s senior 
quarterback A.J. McCarron  is looking to build his 
Heisman resume with the early test. In the backfi eld 
for the Crimson Tide is sophomore T.J. Yeldon, 
who set a school freshman record last season with 
1,108 rushing yards.  Yeldon will share some of his 
carries with true freshman Derrick Henry, a 6-foot-
3-inch, 238-pound bruiser. Virginia Tech has senior 
quarterback Logan Thomas returning after a subpar 
junior season. He threw 18 touchdowns and 16 
interceptions . Thomas can also make things happen 
with his feet, and if the Hokies want to pull off the 
upset, the quarterback needs to have a massive game 
in the air and on the ground. Redshirt freshman Trey 
Edmunds and sophomore J.C. Coleman  will share the 
load in the run game for Tech. They will have their 
work cut out for them, as Alabama has a traditionally 
dominant run defense led by senior All-American 
linebacker C.J. Mosley. 
Buffalo at No. 2 Ohio State, Sat. Noon, 
ESPN2 
Coach Urban Meyer is looking for his Buckeyes 
to build off of their undefeated season last year with 
a matchup against the Mid-American Conference’s 
Buffalo Bulls. Ohio State did not have a chance to earn 
a national championship last year because of a one-
year postseason ban for players accepting improper 
benefi ts.  Junior quarterback Braxton Miller looks to 
build off a stellar season last year and is expected to 
contend for a Heisman. Miller will run an offense that 
is stacked with talent. His partner in the backfi eld, 
senior running back Carlos Hyde , is suspended for the 
fi rst three games of the season. Senior receiver Jordan 
Hall is expected to play a role similar to Percy Harvin 
when he was playing under Meyer at Florida . Miller 
also has two reliable targets in senior Corey Brown 
and junior Devin Smith. The game is expected to be a 
blowout, and Ohio State could make a statement early 
that it is ready to pursue a national championship.
Rice at No. 7 Texas A&M, Sat. 1 p.m., 
ESPN 
The most discussed player in the offseason, redshirt 
sophomore Johnny Manziel leads the Aggies in 
their fi rst of two cupcake matchups before they play 
Alabama Sept. 14. The reigning Heisman Trophy 
winner will face the tough task of repeating the 
honor after losing his left tackle, Luke Joeckel, to 
the NFL.  However, All-American senior tackle Jake 
Matthews will slide over to the left side to protect 
“Johnny Football.” Manziel has some young receivers 
to work with, including sophomore Mike Evans  who 
should be the quarterback’s top option. The backfi eld 
is loaded, led by returning players Ben Malena  and 
Trey Williams . Two transfers, Brandon Williams from 
Oklahoma  and Tra Carson from Oregon , will join the 
Aggies to give them depth. The running backs may 
be taking the bigger load of carries this year than 
Manziel to protect the quarterback from injuries. 
Temple at No. 14 Notre Dame, Sat. 3:30 
p.m., NBC 
There is a change of plans at quarterback this season 
for last year’s national runner-up. The Fighting Irish’s 
Everett Golson got suspended for the season. Senior 
Tommy Rees,  who has experience in prior seasons, 
will take over. The difference between the two is 
that Rees does not have Golson’s dual threat ability. 
However, he is a better pocket passer than Golson, so 
that will benefi t receivers like junior DaVaris Daniels. 
The Fighting Irish also lost All-American Manti Te’o 
to the NFL. He was the unquestioned leader of the 
team last year, and fi lling in his spot this season will 
be junior defensive end Stephon Tuitt. Tuitt will 
need to build off of his impressive 12-sack season if 
Notre Dame wants to maintain its strong defensive 
reputation. 
No. 12 LSU vs. No. 20 TCU, Sat. 9 p.m., 
ESPN 
This high-profile matchup will take place at 
Cowboys Stadium in Arlington, Texas. TCU went 
7-6 in their fi rst season in the Big 12, but the team 
is expected to dramatically improve this season. Their 
defense was ranked No. 16 last year in yards from 
scrimmage . Cornerback Jason Verrett and defensive 
end Devonte Fields will lead the Horned Frog 
defense. The Horned Frogs should have Casey Pachall 
back at starting quarterback after he was suspended in 
the middle of last season for a DWI. LSU’s success 
may fall on the shoulders of senior quarterback Zach 
Mettenberger . He is more of a pocket passer, but his 
accuracy was not where he wanted it to be last season. 
For LSU to contend with Alabama, he needs to have 
a career year. Special teams contributor and wide 
receiver Odell Beckham might be the X-factor in this 
game. If the junior has an explosive game, he could 
steer the Tigers to victory.
No. 5 Georgia at No. 8 Clemson, Sat. 8 
p.m., ABC 
The most talked-about matchup this weekend 
involves these two top-10 teams. It is one of the 
best early season quarterback matchups between two 
senior signal-callers. Aaron Murray of the Bulldogs 
is more of a passer, while the Tigers’ Tajh Boyd can 
be effective throwing or running. Georgia may have 
more of an advantage in the run game with sophomore 
Todd Gurley. Clemson has the best big play receiver 
in junior Sammy Watkins, but Chris Conley has 
emerged as Murray’s favorite deep threat  for the 
Bulldogs. Both offenses can do a lot of damage, so it’ll 
be up to the defenses to make plays. The edge likely 
goes to the Bulldogs, but they will miss key players 
from last year, like defensive lineman Jarvis Jones and 
linebacker Alec Ogletree. 
No. 11 Florida State at Pittsburgh, Mon. 8 
p.m., ESPN 
The Seminoles have some big shoes to fill after 
losing quarterback E.J. Manuel and defensive end 
Bjoern Werner to the NFL. Fortunately for Florida 
State, redshirt freshman Jameis Winston  has emerged 
as the starting quarterback with an impressive 
offseason. Junior running backs Devonta Freeman 
and James Wilder Jr. have a chance to be the best 
running back duo in the Atlantic Coast Conference. 
Though it seemed like a possible rebuilding season 
initially, the Seminoles might make a run for the ACC 
title. To win, Pittsburgh will need senior quarterback 
Tom Savage  to have a huge game. Savage replaces last 
year’s signal caller Tito Sunseri  and hasn’t played since 
2010, so it will be interesting to see how he handles 
the moment. 
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THE GAMECOCKS!
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(Mon - Fri, 11:00 am - 2:00 pm)
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WATCH NFL TICKET WITH US!
If you are under the age of 21, it is against the law to 
buy alcoholic beverages. All ABC regulations enforced.
Carolina, because it isn’t often 
that they get to open their slate by 
facing a top-10 team. It only adds 
fuel to the fi re that the top-10 team 
is South Carolina . The game notes 
provided before the fi rst preseason 
press conference referred to UNC 
as “Carolina ” as many times as 
possible, and I can only imagine 
the same sort of thing is happening 
in Columbia . Students are also 
very excited because a lot of them 
have friends at South Carolina , and 
who doesn’t love an opportunity to 
travel to SEC country?
5. From what you have gathered, 
how confident is the UNC coaching 
staff in their ability to stop Jadeveon 
Clowney ? In addition, how confi dent 
is the coaching staff in their ability 
to come to Columbia and leave with 
a win?
If you’ve ever heard any sound 
bite from Larry Fedora , he’s always 
fi red up, and he always thinks his 
team will win (but then again, 
what coach doesn’t tell the media 
his team will win?). Jadeveon 
Clowney is defi nitely the topic of 
conversation around Chapel Hill , 
and it sounds like they’ve got a 
plan drawn up. However, they’re 
not focusing all of their energy on 
Clowney , because there are other 
guys looking to destroy UNC on 
the fi eld. It would be a mistake to 
ignore the other 10 guys on the 
fi eld.
Predict ion:  35-17  South 
Carolina - South Carolina will 
easily win the game, but UNC 
won’t go down without a fi ght. The 
Tar Heels will be able to put a few 
points on the board by capitalizing 
either on defensive miscues or a 
second-string defense.
´ENEMY • Continued from 30
Nuts about our Gamecocks!
Looking for that salty or sweet snack
that will take your tailgate party to
the next level? We can help you with
that! If you are a little Nuts, you will
feel right at home at Cromers















across the street from the AT&T building
Your Home Away from Home
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Clowney overshadows other players
South Carolina loses 7 of 




Beth Revelle / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Jadeveon Clowney can expect a lot of double teams after racking up 13 sacks last season as a sophomore.
Last season, the South Carolina 
defense was full of names.
Safety D.J. Swearinger made a 
name for himself by making big 
hits and intimidating players on 
the fi eld. DeVonte Holloman was a 
consistent presence at the spur and 
linebacker positions, as were Shaq 
Wilson , Quin Smith and Reginald 
Bowens .
Those fi ve players combined for 
328 tackles and seven interceptions 
last season. This year, those five 
players, along with defensive end 
Devin Taylor and defensive tackle 
Bryon Jerideau , are all gone.
All in all, seven of last year’s top 
11 tackle leaders have graduated. 
All of them made names for 
themselves and played big roles in 
South Carolina’s back-to-back 11-
win seasons.
Now, as the Gamecocks prepare 
to open up their season against 
North Carolina , there is only one 
name on the defense that rings a 
bell, and boy is it a big one.
Jadeveon Clowney . The six-foot-
six-inch, 274-pound defensive end 
that has 4.4 speed . The defensive 
player whose name has been all 
over newspapers and televisions 
all summer long . The player who 
ESPN featured in a SportsCenter 
special entitled “The Freak.” 
With most of the leadership and 
name recognition gone from last 
year’s defense, Clowney blankets 
the other ten players around him. 
“I want some of the love, but 
I don’t need any love because 
(Clowney) is getting it all, and 
everyone here understands the 
system and what we work in,” 
junior defensive tackle Kelcy 
Quarles said . “I’m not mad; I’m 
glad he is doing great, and I like 
watching it.”
“He works hard out here,” senior 
defensive end Chaz Sutton said . 
“He deserves the attention. We 
all applaud him for it, and we’re 
all one big family around here, so 
we’re happy for him.”
So while Quarles and Sutton and 
the rest of the defensive line are 
pleased with the exposure Clowney 
has received, they also understand 
that the extra attention on him 
can open up more opportunities 
for them, as the junior star is sure 
to attract multiple double teams 
throughout the game.
Very few teams left their left 
tackle to face Clowney one-on-one 
last year. Clemson was one of the 
teams that chose that route, and 
Clowney racked up 4.5 sacks , so it 
is unlikely that a team will try that 
again.
“It opens up a lot for me,” 
Sutton said. “I think a lot of teams 
are going to slide to his side, so it’s 
going to be helpful for me.”
However, Sutton said he just has 
to focus on what’s in front of him, 
and that is North Carolina .
“It doesn’t really matter if I’m 
starting across from Jadeveon 
or I’m the back-up quarterback. 
There’s  a lways  going to  be 
pressure,” Sutton said. “You are 
playing in the SEC , and there is a 
tough opponent every week.”
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line aren’t the only ones flying 
under the radar. The young group 
of linebackers that are replacing 
Holloman , Wilson and company 
have not been talked about much.
Most of the chatter surrounding 
these young players is about the 
uncertainty of their ability to 
replace last year’s stars, but the 
players themselves aren’t paying 
any attention to that.
“We don’t have to prove anything 
to anyone that is questioning us; we 
have to prove it to our teammates 
on the field every Thursday and 
Saturday  n ight ,”  sophomore 
linebacker Kaiwan Lewis said. 
These linebackers will face a 
tough test right off the bat against 
the Tar Heels , who use a hurry-up 
offense .
Last season, North Carolina 
racked up over 40 points per game , 
and quarterback Bryn Renner 
threw just seven interceptions , so 
the Gamecocks know they need to 
take advantage of every defensive 
opportunity they have.
“You play fast when you don’t 
think,” linebackers coach Kirk 
Botkin said. “And sometimes those 
young guys are thinking a little bit, 
so they aren’t playing as fast as they 
could.”
Overall, the defense knows they 
have their work cut out for them 
against the Tar Heels . And while 
Clowney has been a media sponge 
this summer, he hasn’t let it get to 
his head. In addition, Sutton said 
he can sense the opportunity he has 
in his fi nal season.
During his weekly call-in show, 
coach Steve Spurrier said Clowney 
and Sutton were running extra 
sprints after practice, getting ready 
for the highly anticipated season 
opener. 
“That’s always encouraging when 
your players do a little extra to let 
everyone know that we are ready to 
play this week,” Spurrier said.
After months of practice, the 
time has come to put it all together.
 







































Law School, or a 
Health Profession?
Pre-Professional Advising 
wants to assist you 
achieve your goals!
Schedule an appointment or 
come by during drop-in hours 
to talk with an advisor
 
Drop-in Hours: Tuesdays 1 pm. – 4 p.m. and 
Wednesdays 10 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Call 803-777-5581 or stop by Sumwalt Building, 
room 208 to schedule an appointment!
OPPA wishes our Gamecocks 
good luck this football season!
6 2013 FOOTBALL PREVIEW
OFFENSE/DEFENSE
Waldrop takes over for Johnson at center





Chris Keohane / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Brandon Shell (71) is the starter at right tackle for the Gamecocks. 
Shell swithced to the position from left tackle last season.
The offensive and defensive 
lines are often overlooked and 
underappreciated, but this year, 
the battles in the trenches could 
determine South Carolina’s fate.
With other position groups 
scrambling to replace departed 
starters and much of the weight of 
the team on his unit’s shoulders, 
offensive line coach Shawn Elliott 
is confident that his group can 
deliver come gameday.
“It’s been a good camp. It’s been 
a long camp,” Elliott said. “I think 
we’ve made progress. I think we’re 
where we need to be.”
Elliott will return four of five 
starters from the 2012 campaign, 
with the center position the only 
missing piece . The left side of 
the line will be filled out by two 
redshirt juniors — tackle Corey 
Robinson , the largest player on the 
team at 6-foot 8-inches and 341 
pounds , and guard A.J. Cann .
Cann comes as the most highly 
touted offensive lineman entering 
the season, fi nding his way on both 
the All-SEC Second Team and the 
Outland Trophy watch list , the 
award given to the best interior 
lineman in college football .
Ronald Patrick, one of just 
five seniors on USC’s roster , will 
start at right guard while redshirt 
sophomore Brandon Shell will 
occupy the right tackle spot.
Redshirt freshman Cody Waldrop 
looked to be the clear choice to take 
over T.J. Johnson ’s center position, 
but Elliott said a nagging injury 
could sideline Waldrop for the fi rst 
game, forcing the coach to make 
yet another replacement at center.
As Cann looks to lead his 
unit and, in turn, the rest of his 
teammates to what they hope will 
be a historic season, he has not 
shied away from expectations.
“From the looks of it, as long as 
we continue to practice good and 
work hard,” Cann said, “we do 
have a chance to be the best O-line 
group that’s been here.”
Not traditionally a glamorous 
p o s i t i o n ,  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a ’s 
defensive line has received far and 
away the most attention in the 
preseason because of 6-foot-6-inch, 
274-pound junior defensive end 
Jadeveon Clowney . 
T h e  w i n n e r  o f  t h e  2 0 1 2 
Hendricks Award — which goes 
to the nation’s best defensive end 
— spent his offseason winning an 
ESPY award and rubbing elbows 
with the likes of Jay Z and LeBron 
James . Clowney has said that at this 
point he is ready to put the fame 
on hold for the season.
“I’m kind of tired of it,” Clowney 
said. “I’m just ready to play, man, 
and show people what I’ve got this 
year. You know, have a good time 
out here with my team.”
Clowney wi l l  bookend the 
defensive line with senior defensive 
end Chaz Sutton , and the defensive 
tackle spots will be fi lled by junior 
Kelcy Quarles and redshirt junior 
J.T. Surratt .
As the third-ranked defensive 
line in the country by ESPN’s Phil 
Steele , this unit features depth at 
each position, a luxury that first-
year defensive line coach Deke 
Adams will look to exploit in 2013.
“I like to leave the fi rst group out 
for a couple of series and let them 
get in the fl ow of things and just 
see how things go.” Adams said. 
ago. MSU had a pretty successful 
season last  year,  going 8-5. 
However, there is no real reason 
to believe their getting better than 
that. I think the Gamecocks get 
this one, 27-14.
Week 10: vs. Florida 
(Nov. 16)
This game is also very important 
to the Gamecocks for several 
reasons. First of all, the Gators 
will likely be the only other team 
besides Georgia that has a real 
chance of winning the east. In 
addition, the Gators embarrassed 
South Carolina in Gainesville last 
season, 44-11, so revenge will be 
in the air. The Florida offense 
struggled last season and leading 
rusher Mike Gillislee is gone. The 
defense also lost stars in safety 
Matt Elam and linebacker Jonathan 
Bostic, among others. However, the 
Gators will be more than capable 
of replacing those stars with new 
ones. Former South Carolina 
defensive line coach Brad Lawing 
will make his return to Columbia. 
The Gamecocks know they shot 
themselves in the foot in last year’s 
game due to turnovers, so I don’t 
think they let that happen again. 
The Gamecocks will win this one 
29-16.
Week 11: vs. Coastal 
Carolina (Nov. 23)
The only preview you need 
about this game is that Coastal 
Carolina is a FCS team. While the 
Gamecocks have had their close 
calls with FCS teams in the past, 
particularly Wofford, I don’t think 
that is the case this time, even with 
the Clemson game looming the 
next week. South Carolina wins 
big, 52-10, and the reserves see a 
lot of playing time.
Week 12: vs. Clemson 
(Nov. 30)
While last year’s annual rivalry 
game was highly-anticipated, this 
one could easily top that. Both 
teams could be headed to their 
respective conference championship 
games and both could be fi ghting 
for a national championship game 
spot. While the Tigers lost wide 
receiver DeAndre Hopkins to the 
NFL last year, receiver Sammy 
Watkins  returns ,  looking to 
forget about last season’s personal 
disappointment. Tajh Boyd will 
be playing in his last rivalry game 
before being drafted in April. He 
would like nothing more than to 
beat Clowney and the Gamecocks 
for the fi rst time. In addition, the 
Tiger defense is expected to be 
better than last season, although 
the bar is not very high. While 
Clemson will give it everything 
they have, I think Clowney once 
again derails the Tiger’s hopes with 
a late-game sack. In one of the 
more exciting games of the year, 
the Gamecocks pull it out, 34-30, 
to end the regular season 11-1. 
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with South Carolina, but in the 
end, UCF will wear out.
The Gamecocks win 27-17.
Week 5: vs. Kentucky 
(Oct. 5)
The last time the Wildcats visited 
Williams-Brice stadium, they 
walked away with a humiliating 
54-3 defeat. That game was Connor 
Shaw’s coming out party and this 
season, Kentucky isn’t likely to be 
much better. They do have a new 
coach in Mark Stoops, who has 
already made an impact on the 
recruiting side of things. However, 
UK has three sophomores battling 
it out for the starting quarterback 
spot and the only proven player 
on offense appears to be senior 
tailback Raymond Sanders. The 
South Carol ina defense wi l l 
terrorize the young signal-callers 
and the Gamecocks will pick up an 
easy 38-10 victory.
Week 6: @ Arkansas 
(Oct. 12)
The Razorbacks are also bringing 
in a new coach in former Wisconsin 
head coach Bret Bielema. Arkansas 
had a disastrous season last year 
where then-coach Bobby Petrino 
was fired because of an extra-
marital affair. The Razorbacks 
fi nished a disappointing 4-8 after 
beginning the 2012 season ranked 
in the top ten. Bielema will have to 
install a new quarterback after the 
departure of Tyler Wilson and it 
appears to be sophomore Brandon 
Allen. Arkansas also lost a lot of 
talent at wide receiver. However, 
the Razorbacks return playmakers 
on defense like defensive end Chris 
Smith, who racked up 10 sacks a 
season ago. Throw in Bielema’s 
excellent defensive knowledge 
and Arky could be pretty good 
in that area. In addition, the 
Gamecocks have struggled playing 
in Fayetteville historically. But, 
I believe South Carolina will 
understand this is a must-win game 
and escape with the win, 23-20.
Week 7: @ Tennessee 
(Oct. 19)
Once again, South Carolina will 
play another team breaking in a new 
coach. This time it’s Butch Jones, 
who comes over after heading a 
successful Cincinnati program. 
The Vols lost most of its offense 
when quarterback Tyler Bray and 
receiver Cordarelle Patterson left 
early for the NFL last season. 
Now, South Carolina native Justin 
Worley is fighting for the job. 
Worley was the starter the last time 
the Gamecocks played in Knoxville 
because of an injury to Bray. With 
that said, Tennessee does have 18 
projected upperclassman starting, 
including junior linebacker AJ 
Johnson, who had a whopping 138 
tackles last season. Still, I believe 
South Carolina will win this game, 
30-14, taking advantage of the lack 
of experience at quarterback for 
the Vols.
Week 8: @Missouri 
(Oct. 26)
Quarterback James Franklin (no, 
not Vanderbilt’s James Franklin) 
returns to lead the Tiger offense 
that struggled during its fi rst season 
in the SEC. Missouri went just 
5-7 overall and 2-6 in the league. 
Franklin will need to improve 
against the SEC defenses if the 
Tigers hope to have a winning 
record. He will once again have 
Dorial Green-Beckham, the former 
No. 1 wide receiver prospect in the 
country. The trip to Columbia will 
be South Carolina’s fi rst, but I do 
not think it will matter. The Tigers 
will put up a better performance 
against the Gamecocks than they 
did last year, but the defensive line 
of South Carolina will still be too 
much. 28-20 South Carolina wins.
Week 9: vs. Mississippi 
State (Nov. 2)
South Carolina wil l  f inally 
return home and there they will 
stay for the final four games 
of the season. The Gamecocks 
escaped Starksville, MS two years 
ago with a 14-12 victory in which 
Marcus Lattimore tore his ACL 
for the first time. This season, 
Tyler Russell returns along with 
tailback LaDarius Perkins, who 
tallied a 1,000 yard season last year. 
However, the Bulldogs do lose 
wide receiver Chad Bumphis, who 
caught 12 touchdowns a season 
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sign up for this session
or schedule a personalized session for your  
residence hall, department or organization @
www.sa.sc.edu/shs/chdc/training
Listen .R es pond.
 
mental health is everyone’s business.
become a Suicide Prevention Gate keeper
 at an upcoming training session:
Open and free to all students, 
faculty & staff
Registration is required  at 
www.sa.sc.edu/shs/chdc/training
offered on campus year-round 
to students/faculty/staff




another way of saying
“I got your back .”
Thursday, September 12 ,  9 a.m.-11:30a.m.
Tuesday, October 1st, 12:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m
  Wednesday, October 23rd, 2 p.m. - 4:30 p.m
Friday, November 8th, 1 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Wednesday, November 20th, 9 a.m. - 11:30 a.m
“And then from that point on, I’ll 
start rotating guys, and from that 
point, it’s all about who’s hot and 
who’s not.”
Two of USC’s key backups on 
the D-line are redshirt sophomore 
tackles Gerald Dixon and Gerald 
Dixon Jr.  The half-brothers, 
known as “Lil G” and “Junior,”
respectively, will fi nd playing time 
in Adams’ rotation system.
Despite the team’s No. 6 ranking, 
the Gamecock defensive line is 
the only top-10 position group on 
the team, leading to talk of a lack 
of national respect for USC. But 
according to Clowney, all of the 
preseason speculation will be erased 
after the fi rst snap.
“Once you’re on the field and 
you’re in between those lines, that’s 
all that matters,” Clowney said. 
“As long as you get those wins 
and don’t take any losses, we can 
be ranked anywhere we want to be 
ranked.” 
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Olivia Barthel (top) Lee Walker (bottom) / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Jadeveon Clowney will lead a talented USC defensive line into the 2013 
season. Clowney recorded 4.5 sacks against Clemson in November.
to South Carolina . 
Georgia wins 34-24.
Week 3: vs. Vanderbilt 
(Sep. 14)
Vanderbilt is a team on the rise 
under coach James Franklin. The 
Commodores won nine games a 
season ago and did not lose a whole 
lot. The projected depth chart has 
16 starters with previous starting 
experience, including 13 seniors. 
Granted, Vandy did lose tailback 
Zac Stacy , who is currently playing 
for the St. Louis Rams , but retained 
wide receiver Jordan Matthews , 
who torched the Gamecocks for 
147 yards in last year’s season 
opener. The Commodores have 
the experience and talent to make 
a run at the SEC East’s big three 
(Florida,  Georgia and South 
Carolina) for a division title. The 
depth is still a work in progress 
for the Commodores , but a good 
recruiting class last season helped 
out a little bit. Vandy stayed right 
with the Gamecocks  last season in 
Nashville before losing 17-13 . I 
think the Commodores will take an 
early lead this season in Columbia , 
as the Gamecocks will still be sore 
from their loss at Georgia  the week 
before. However, I think Connor 
Shaw and Dylan Thompson will 
step up, and the defense will wake 
up.
South Carolina wins 26-13.
Week 4: @ UCF (Sep. 28)
While Gamecock fans may not 
know much about the Knights, 
they are not a team that can be 
looked over. Central Florida went 
10-4 last season en route to an 
appearance in the Conference 
USA championship title game. The 
Knights’ only home loss last season 
came in a slim fi ve-point defeat at 
the hands of SEC foe Missouri . 
Things are only looking better for 
UCF, as they return their leading 
passer, rusher and receiver from 
a season ago. Their offensive and 
defensive lines have the look of 
a SEC team with six combined 
starters weighing in at over 300 
pounds. I think the Knights hang 
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USC has depth at quarterback, D-line
South Carolina is once again 
gearing up for a season full of high 
expectations. After fi nishing last year 
in the top 10 , there is nothing to 
suggest that the team can’t do the 
same this season.
Sure, they lost tailback Marcus 
Lat t imore  for  good,  but  the 
Gamecocks have had to make do 
without him for portions of the last 
two seasons. In addition, the defense 
took a hit with the loss of Devin 
Taylor , DeVonte Holloman and Shaq 
Wilson , but coach Steve Spurrier and 
company have done a good job over 
the last few years developing depth 
in all of the defensive positions. With 
that said, here are some “strengths” of 
the 2013 team and fi ve “weaknesses.”
1. KICKING GAME 
There is a lot of uncertainty both 
in who will be the placekicker and 
in who will be the kickoff specialist 
after the departure of Adam Yates , 
last year’s kicker who made 11 fi eld 
goals in 17 attempts and all 49 of 
his point after attempts. As the 
team’s statistics show, Spurrier has 
traditionally been reluctant to send 
his kicker onto the fi eld. But it is still 
one of the most important positions 
on the team. The Gamecocks will 
likely be in a lot of close games this 
year, and having a reliable kicker 
would keep the coaching staff ’s 
heart rates down. Still, there is not a 
reliable option going into the season 
opener. As it appears now, walk-
on freshman Elliot Fry will be the 
placekicker against North Carolina . 
This is somewhat disheartening, 
because redshirt freshman Nick St. 
Germain , who was the eighth -best 
kicker in the nation coming out of 
high school, according to ESPN , was 
offered a scholarship with the hopes 
that he could take over. As for who 
will be kickoff specialist, Germain , 
Fry and sophomore Landon Ard are 
still competing for the spot. The 
kicking game will continue to be a 
question mark as the team heads into 
the season.
2. LINEBACKERS/SPURS
It’s tough to call this a weakness, 
because there is such talent at both 
the spur and linebacker positions. 
But it is unproven talent, and that 
is why the squad fi nds itself in this 
category. The Gamecocks last season 
lost five senior linebackers who 
had been the anchor of the South 
Carolina defense for the last three to 
four years. Now, Marcquis Roberts , 
Kaiwan Lewis and Sharrod Golightly 
will look to replace that production. 
One good thing about the current 
situation is that Golightly , Lewis and 
Roberts all got to sit and learn from 
DeVonte Holloman , Shaq Wilson and 
company last year. The Gamecocks 
hope they will carry that knowledge 
into this season. In addition, there are 
some impressive freshmen that could 
eventually take away a starting spot 
at linebacker or spur. Linebackers 
coach Kirk Botkin has raved about 
the play of Skai Moore , Jonathon 
Walton and Larenz Bryant , all of 
whom could make a play for the 
weakside linebacker spot. We’ll just 
have to wait and see how these young 
linebackers handle the pressures of 
real-game situations.
3.WIDE RECEIVER
Ever since the departure of Alshon 
Jeffrey and Tori Gurley , South 
Carolina has struggled to find a 
consistent 1-2 wide receiver combo. 
Ace Sanders and Bruce Ellington did 
a nice job last year, but Sanders bolted 
early for the NFL . Now, Ellington , 
who also is a point guard on the 
basketball team , will be the leading 
returning receiver. However, in the 
most recent depth chart, the junior 
is listed behind Damiere Byrd at one 
of the receiver positions. Starting in 
the other two spots are sophomore 
Shaq Roland and junior Nick Jones . 
Roland came into his freshman season 
as a highly touted in-state recruit , but 
only recorded five catches and one 
touchdown his fi rst year . He will need 
to greatly improve on that if South 
Carolina is to avoid becoming one-
dimensional. Meanwhile, Jones has 
shown some fl ashes during his time 
with the Gamecocks. The former 
Byrnes High School player only had 
12 catches last season, but finished 
with a bang after recording a career-
high 78 yards against Michigan in the 
Outback Bowl . Redshirt sophomore 
Shamier Jeffrey , Alshon’s younger 
brother , reportedly improved greatly 
during his redshirt year and over the 
offseason and is listed as a backup to 
Roland .
4. DEPTH OF OFFENSIVE 
LINE
While South Carolina will return 
four players on the offensive line who 
have previous starting experience, 
there is not much behind them. In 
addition, the Gamecocks have to 
replace center T.J. Johnson, who 
started every game in his four-year 
career. Redshirt freshman Cody 
Waldrop is projected to take over and 
has the potential to be in the position 
for a while. 
Waldrop was named the Most 






likely be favored in all of its 
road games with the exception of 
Georgia . The same goes for this 
year’s home games.
However, this is college football, 
and this is  the Southeastern 
Conference , so nothing is easy.
But, here is my attempt to 
predict the 2013 season.
We e k  1 : v s . N o r t h 
Carolina (Aug. 29)
I won’t spend too much time 
on this game, since it has been 
covered extensively this week. 
The Tar Heels bring their fast-
paced offense into town with 
talented quarterback Bryn Renner 
leading the way. Renner is a highly 
underrated quarterback who threw 
for 28 touchdowns against just 
seven interceptions while leading 
a North Carolina offense that 
scored more than 40 points per 
game. There is a good possibility 
that the senior will be a fi rst-round 
draft pick in next April’s draft. 
The Tar Heel defense was exposed 
in several games last season, but 
North Carolina was able to cover 
most of that up with its prolific 
offense. However, they will face an 
SEC defense. I think the Tar Heels 
will struggle offensively, and Mike 
Davis and the other South Carolina 
tailbacks will have a fi eld day.
The Gamecocks win 
31-13. 
Week 2: @ Georgia 
(Sep. 7)
This is the most important week 
of the season for South Carolina , 
and it has been for the last three 
years.  However, a Gamecock 
win does not guarantee a SEC 
championship game berth, as we all 
know, but it does help immensely. 
The Bulldogs bring back Aaron 
Murray ,  who beat out Texas 
A&M Heisman winner Johnny 
Manziel for the fi rst-team All-SEC 
quarterback spot, and sensational 
sophomore duo Keith Marshall 
and Todd Gurley at tailback. 
Georgia , however, did lose a lot 
of talent to the NFL last season. 
But the offense is more than able 
to make up for that loss. Michael 
Bennett and Malcolm Mitchell lead 
a talented group of experienced 
wide receivers, and the team is 
projected to start three seniors and 
one junior on the offensive line. I 
think the talent on the offensive 
side will be too much for the 
Gamecocks . Jadeveon Clowney 
will have multiple sacks, but it 
won’t be enough. I think Murray 
takes advantage of the youth at 
linebacker, and I can’t see him 
ending his career with another loss 
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It’s the smell of elephant ears, mustard and fried everything. It’s the uneasy feeling in 
the pit of your stomach as you clickety-clack up the first hill of the roller coaster. It’s 
the South Carolina State Fair, and it’s also Midway Physics Day, when thousands of kids 
from across the state learn that science can be cool. Led by USC professors Jeff Wilson 
and Dave Tedeschi, physics comes alive for students who conduct experiments as they 
flip and spin through the autumn air. It’s a thrilling experiment, one ride at a time. 
As Gamecocks, our teaching has No Limits.
Midway Physics Day
The 2013 football schedule for 
the South Carolina football team is 
a welcome relief from last year.
Last season, the Gamecocks had 
back-to-back road game losses at 
LSU and at Florida that shot down 
any chance of an Eastern Division 
title. 
T h i s  y e a r ’s  s c h e d u l e  i s 
reminiscent of the 2011 schedule, 
when the Gamecocks went 11-
2 but failed to make the SEC 
championship game due to a gut-
wrenching home loss to Auburn .
That year,  South Carol ina 
also played Georgia in Athens as 
the second game of the season 
and was able to scrape out a 45-
42  win thanks to the heroics of 
Melvin Ingram . That was by far 
the Gamecock ’s toughest road test 
of the season, with Arkansas the 
second toughest. 
Georgia  wi l l  again be the 
toughest road game this year, with 
Arkansas most likely the second-
toughest.  However, the 2011 
Arkansas team that the Gamecocks 
lost to was almost certainly better 
than the 2013 Razorbacks .
But in both years, South Carolina 
avoided LSU , Alabama and a road 
game at Florida .
There are a few flaws to this 
outlook.
For one, the Clemson and 
Florida teams that visit Columbia 
this season will be better than their 
2011 counterparts. 
In addition, the Gamecocks will 
have a 867 -mile trip to Missouri 
and a 913 -mile trip to Arkansas . 
The 2011 Gamecocks only had to 
make the Arkansas trip.
That said, if South Carolina can 
steal another win at Georgia , win 
the other road games and avoid 
an ugly home loss, the Gamecocks 
should return to Atlanta .
South Carolina will more than 
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Improved Freshman on offense in the 
spring. Corey Robinson , A.J. Cann , 
Ronald Patrick and Brandon Shell 
return to surround Waldrop . But if 
one of the five starters were to go 
down, there is one backup between 
all five positions who has previous 
playing experience. That player is 
sophomore Will Sport , who played in 
12 games last year on special teams . 
Because the offensive line is such 
an injury-prone position, a lack of 
depth there going into the season is 
concerning.
5. PUNT RETURNER
Ace Sanders  turned himsel f 
into a highlight machine at this 
spot last year, returning two punts 
for touchdowns and averaging a 
conference-best 15.3 yards per 
return. Sanders also returned a punt 
for a touchdown in the 2011 season 
opener against East Carolina , which 
was the team’s first punt-return 
touchdown since 2003. But now that 
Sanders is gone, who is going to take 
over? Victor Hampton is slated to 
be both the kick and punt returner 
this season, but it is unlikely he will 
be able to provide the explosiveness 
that Sanders did in the punt return 
game. Sanders’s 70-yard punt return 
touchdown against Georgia sparked 
the Gamecock s’ blowout, and without 
it, that could have possibly been a 
much different game.
1. QUARTERBACK
Most coaches would love to have 
the luxury of choosing between two 
quarterbacks who have proven they 
can compete at the Southeastern 
Conference level. Spurrier has that 
luxury, but it looks like rather than 
choosing between Connor Shaw 
or Dylan Thompson , he will play 
both. Spurrier has historically been 
OK with using two quarterbacks, 
and this is probably the first year 
at South Carolina he has had two 
signal-callers as good as Shaw and 
Thompson . In last season’s Outback 
Bowl win over Michigan , Shaw threw 
for 224 yards and two touchdowns , 
while Thompson threw for 117 yards 
and two touchdowns. Spurrier hopes 
that success will carry into the season, 
and if one struggles, he can just 
switch over to the other. Shaw will 
get the start against the Tar Heels . 
On top of the current situation, the 
future looks bright at the position, 
as highly recruited freshman Connor 
Mitch awaits his turn after Shaw and 
Thompson are gone.
2. RUNNINGBACK
Even though Lattimore was a 
workhorse the last three seasons 
and is now gone, there are plenty 
of options to replace him. Because 
of Lattimore ’s injuries, players like 
Brandon Wilds and Mike Davis were 
able to get valuable playing time. 
Wilds made the most of his chances, 
recording three 100-yard games in 
five career starts . The sophomore 
took a redshirt last year because 
of an injury , opening the door for 
Davis near the end of the season 
when Lattimore went down with his 
second knee injury. The sophomore 
rushed for 275 yards as a freshman 
and averaged more than five yards 
per carry . In addition to that pair, 
redshirt sophomore Shon Carson and 
true freshman David Williams will 
add some depth to the rotation.
3. DEFENSIVE LINE 
Any team that has Jadeveon 
Clowney has a strength in its 
defensive line. The junior wrecked 
offenses last season and has spent the 
summer winning an ESPY award and 
gracing magazine covers. Because 
of all the attention Clowney has 
received, the rest of his teammates 
have fl own under the radar. Someone 
to look out for is senior defensive 
end Chaz Sutton , who is playing on 
the other side of Clowney . Sutton 
tallied six sacks and 25 tackles in 
13 games last season while playing 
behind Devin Taylor . There is plenty 
of depth at the defensive tackle spots, 
where juniors Kelcy Quarles and J.T. 
Surratt return to clog up the middle. 
Behind them are sophomores Gerald 
Dixon Jr ., Deon Green and Phillip 
Dukes , who all have experience in the 
STRENGTHS
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BEHIND ENEMY LINES
5 questions with The Daily Tar Heel
Brooke Pryor, Sports Editor, Daily Tar Heel
1. Now the Tar Heels had a good season last year 
in Larry Fedora ’s fi rst campaign , but the postseason 
ban forced the team to stay home . With the ban now 
gone, what is the atmosphere like around Chapel 
Hill ? How confi dent are the UNC faithful that they 
can win the ACC championship?
The bowl ban last year didn’t prevent UNC 
from playing hard. The team captured its fi rst 
Coastal Division title in quite a few years , but 
because of the bowl ban was ineligible. Now 
that the team is eligible, the attitude is defi nitely 
changing. The team has something to play for, 
and the experience it gained last year under 
Fedora will defi nitely help out.
2. Gio Bernard was obviously an important player 
for the team last season. But with him gone to the 
NFL , is there any concern about the team’s ability 
to replace him?
This year the team will have a corps of 
running backs to go to, instead of one player. 
Romar Morris stepped up big time during the 
spring season and has continued to improve 
during the preseason. A.J. Blue is a fi fth-year 
senior who is more of a bruising running back. 
He was the front runner to get the starting job, 
but has been sidelined by a nagging injury . He’ll 
likely be ready to go by Thursday, but look for 
Morris to start. The receiving corps is led by 
sophomore Quinshad Davis , who is one of the 
only South Carolina natives on UNC’s roster . 
He had a big season as a true freshman and has 
put on weight in the offseason. 
3. Bryn Renner had a breakout season last year. 
How has he looked during camp, and how high are 
the expectations for him and the UNC offense after 
scoring 40 points per game last season?
Bryn Renner is infinitely more times 
confi dent than he was last season. He’s looked 
sharp during camp, and a season with Fedora ’s 
playbook has helped give him that confi dence. 
He knows the system and knows what Fedora 
expects. It’s no secret that Fedora wants to run a 
fast offense, and the team knows that he expects 
nothing less. With all that in mind, expectations 
are high that UNC will continue to put up big 
offensive numbers. 
4. South Carolina and North Carolina don’t get 
the opportunity to play each other often, so what is 
the general mood about the Gamecocks in Chapel 
Hill ? Can you sense any extra motivation to win the 
“Battle of the Carolinas”?
The Tar Heels are fired up to play South 
Chapel Hill ready for ‘battle of the 
Carolinas,’ but Pryor expects loss
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away jerseys, as well as a garnet and white pant 
selection that will be interchangeable with the home 
and away shirts.
Following the standard in modern college 
football attire, the uniform is accompanied by 
South Carolina -exclusive gloves that read “Carolina 
Forever ” when their palms are placed side-by-side.
Thursday night will not be the first time the 
South Carolina players have worn the uniforms, 
because the team had a chance to get a feel for the 
new wardrobe at South Carolina ’s annual media day 
Aug. 4. 
Sophomore running back Mike Davis , recently 
named the starter for game one against the Tar 
Heels , thought the new outfi ts were well-received.
“I saw a difference you know; they felt great,” 
Davis said. “I like the new design, I like the 
steps Under Armour is taking and I love the new 
uniforms.”
Since the Athletics department reached a deal 
with Under Armour in 2007 to outfi t the university’s 
teams, the football team has reaped the benefi ts of 
the company’s experiments with uniform technology 
many times. 
The 2013 kit will be the third set the team will 
wear since the start of Under Armour ’s contract. 
Along with the standard pairings of jerseys and 
pants, South Carolin a has worn several military-
inspired uniforms, such as a 2011 set that benefi ted 
the Wounded Warrior Project and last year’s 
“Battle ” gray uniforms that featured a custom 
Palmetto tree camoufl age design.
Seniors including offensive lineman Ronald 
Patrick have been around to don all of South 
Carolina ’s Under Armour -sponsored wardrobes.
“I like them; they’re something new,” Patrick 
said. “More uniforms than I had in high school.”
In college football’s recent arms race to collect 
the biggest, the brightest and the most new threads, 
many teams have taken to wearing superhero 
costumes as opposed to football uniforms, but South 
Carolina has managed to resist the change for the 
most part. 
Perhaps most importantly, the Gamecocks ’ iconic 
white helmets will remain on players’ heads this fall, 
a constant since Spurrier brought them back when 
he took over the program in 2004 .
To set South Carolina apart from the majority, 
Under Armour told gamecocksonline.com it focused 
on developing “something timeless that fi ts in with 
the power and tradition of SEC Football and linked 
specifi cally to South Carolina. ”
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Williams earns safety spot
The big story among the Gamecocks’ safeties 
is the loss of last year’s second team All-SEC free 
safety D.J. Swearinger , who was drafted in the 
second round of the NFL draft by the Houston 
Texans .
Filling Swearinger’s shoes will be last year’s 
strong safety , junior Brison Williams . There was a 
position battle for strong safety in spring practice 
that went into the preseason between sophomore 
T.J. Gurley and junior Kadetrix “J.J.” Marcus . 
Marcus emerged as the starter, but he has 
been battling a sprained knee and missed a lot of 
preseason practice.
Over the past few days, he started practicing 
again, and secondary coach Grady Brown said 
he is moving around well. Marcus will be slated 
to start, but Brown also said that Gurley will see 
action as well.
The two will see the fi eld this week in particular, 
as they will look to keep up with the fast-paced 
North Carolina offense.
“Their goal is to run 80 plays or more, so 
everyone will be needed at some point,” Brown 
said. “So T.J. and J.J. will both get a lot of time.” 
Brown said it is possible that Gurley could 
come in at the nickelback position, because it is 
similar to the safety position. Brown said that 
whoever is playing better at the time — Gurley or 
sophomore cornerback Ahmad Christian — will 
have the spot during the game. 
Williams will take over Swearinger’s role 
because of the greater responsibility that comes 
with the position. The boundary safety usually has 
less ground to cover than the free safety, who is 
usually the very last line of defense. 
Because Williams started last season, he is 
familiar with the role of every position in the 
secondary, so he should be able to slip into 
Swearinger’s spot without much trouble, Brown 
said.
Redshirt freshman Chaz Elder backs up 
Williams on the depth chart, but Brown said that 
if Williams were injured, Gurley would probably 
be the fi rst to go in at free safety.
The Gamecocks will face several top receivers 
this season, and they face one right away in 
the Tar Heels’ Quinshad Davis , a strong 6-4 
sophomore .
Davis is good at positioning himself to come 
up with the ball, and Brown expects him to be a 
target often. 
“They might throw him a few jump balls,” 
Brown said. “So we have to be ready to make a 
play.” 
That’s something the safeties will have to keep 
an eye on. On the potential deep balls, Williams 
and Marcus will have to prove their athleticism to 
compete with Davis , who is taller.
But it won’t be easy to replace what Swearinger 
brought to the team. He was responsible for 
getting the secondary lined up and was one of the 
most vocal leaders on the defense.
Whether Gurley or Marcus can bring the same 
type of heat consistently in a game remains to be 
seen, but overall, Brown said he is pretty confi dent 
in his safeties’ ability to make plays . 
Kadetrix Marcus, T.J. Gurley will 
both see time alongside junior
Tanner Abel
TABEL@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
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Brison Williams will have more responsibili-





system. In addition, true freshman 
Kelsey Griffi n is fi ghting for playing 
time at the tackle spot, so depth on 
the defensive line should not be an 
issue.
4. DEFENSIVE BACK
South Carolina will return two 
corners who started the majority 
of the season last year. Junior 
Victor Hampton made all 13 starts 
at defensive back last season and 
returns as the Gamecock s’ best cover 
corner. On the other side of the fi eld, 
Jimmy Legree returns after splitting 
time with Akeem Auguste last year. 
There isn’t too much experience 
behind them, but the coaching staff 
is confi dent that sophomore Ahmad 
Christian can back up both Legree 
and Hampton . This strength is 
important for South Carolina because 
of its lack of experience up the middle 
at the linebacker and spur positions. 
Hampton and Legree’s leadership 
should help offset that.
5. COACHING STAFF 
Spurrier is one of the greats of 
this generation of coaches and has 
helped build South Carolina into a 
consistently top-10 program. With his 
experience, the Gamecocks should be 
able to handle anything that’s thrown 
at them. In addition, offensive line 
coach and co-offensive coordinator 
Shawn Elliott is an important part 
of the coaching staff. Elliott chose to 
stay with the team after other teams 
expressed interest in his services. 
While South Carolina did lose 
longtime defensive line coach Brad 
Lawing to the Florida Gators , they 
replaced him with Deke Adams , who 
coached a productive defensive line at 
North Carolina . In addition, Grady 
Brown (secondary), Kirk Botkin 
(linebackers/spurs), Everette Sands 
(runningbacks) and Joe Robinson all 
now have a year of experience under 
their belts with the Gamecocks . 
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However, it’s their 
personality differences 
t h a t  h a v e  t r u l y 
given birth to the 
comparison.
“ W h e n  [ S h a w ] 
came in, he could 
have been a great fit 
at Fort Jackson — 
just serious and never 
smiled — always just 
studying and doing 
his thing,” Thompson 
said. “I try to just 
have fun out here.”
D e s p i t e  t h e i r 
d i f f e r e n c e s , 
Thompson and Shaw 
s h a r e  a  c o m m o n 
compet i t ive  sp i r i t 
that has not gone 
unnoticed by Mangus.
“ T h e  b o t t o m 
line is they’re both 
very,  very ser ious 
a b o u t  b e c o m i n g 
good quarterbacks,” 
Mangus said. “Their 
p e r s o n a l i t i e s  a r e 
great, they get along 
great ,  but  they’re 
all business when it 
comes to the game of 
football.”
S o u t h  C a r o l i n a 
will carry three other 
quarterbacks on its 
roster  — redshirt 
f reshmen Brendan 
Nosovitch and Perry 
Orth  and freshman 
Connor Mitch, who 
is expected to redshirt 
this year.
Nosovitch looks to 
be USC’s third option 
at quarterback, while 
Orth will occupy the 
fourth-string spot on 
the depth chart.
With Shaw ready 
to take the reins of 
a Gamecock football 
team that received the 
program’s highest ever 
preseason ranking 
— No.  6  in  the 
Associated Press poll 
— and Thompson 
waiting in the wings 
for his chance to run 
the offense, Spurrier 
insists there is no 
controversy at the 
quarterback position 
entering the 2013 
season.
“We’re just coming 
to the ballpark here 
Thursday night with 
all of our players ready 
to play,” Spurrier said. 
“Whatever it takes to 
try to win the game, 
we’ve got to use all of 
it, simple as that.” 
QB • Cont. from 13 have their fi rst true test against South 
Carolina ’s defense.
Bernard ’s replacement at running 
back is sophomore Romar Morris , but 
senior A.J. Blue should also see some 
time at the position Thursday. 
North Carolina has several very 
talented players catching balls for 
Renner. Junior tight end Eric Ebron 
will be a target early. Fedora has 
set a goal for Ebron to catch at least 
12 touchdowns this season. The 
Gamecocks’ secondary and linebackers 
will have a tough battle with him.
“He’s a heck of a football player,” 
Gamecock spur and linebacker coach 
Kirk Botkin said. “He does a lot of 
things well. They do a really good job 
of running their up-tempo offense, 
and he’s part of that. Getting our 
young guys lined up is something of 
a little concern on every down. We 
understand; we’ve been going through 
some tempo stuff. I don’t know if you 
could ever quite prepare for it.” 
The other receiver to watch is 6-foot-
4-inch sophomore Quinshad Davis . 
Gamecock secondary coach Grady 
Brown said Davis does a good job of 
using his body to ward off defenders, to 
go vertical and catch the ball.
Slowing down Davis will fall on 
redshirt junior cornerback Victor 
Hampton and redshir t  senior 
cornerback Jimmy Legree . Junior 
safeties Brison Williams and Kadetrix 
“JJ” Marcus will also be called on to 
knock away deep balls intended for 
Davis . 
With the speed of the Tar Heel 
offense, it will be interesting to see if 
the Gamecock defensive line is a factor. 
Senior defensive end Chaz Sutton 
said he wants Renner to feel his and 
Clowney ’s pressure early. 
Junior defensive tackles J.T. Surratt 
and Kelcy Quarles will have to do 
their part in stopping the run. Surratt 
said that it will be a challenge to keep 
up with the high tempo and that the 
Gamecocks need to be prepared.
“We got to go out there and be ready 
to fi nd the ball, get lined up, get the 
play and be ready every down,” Surratt 
said. “For the most part we have to be 
conditioned and ready to go.” 
South Carolina defensive coordinator 
Lorenzo Ward said there’s no way to 
really simulate the way North Carolina 
snaps the ball seven to eight seconds 
after the last play, but thinks his players 
will be ready.
“There has been much talk about the 
quick-paced passing attack of the North 
Carolina offense,” Ward said. “That’s 
the illusion of their offense; they do go 
hurry up. But they run the football — 
it’s probably 50-50 if you break down 
their offense. They run it just as much 
as they throw it. They’re going to 
throw the ball on the perimeter with 
their screens and things of that nature. 
They’re going to try to make us get 
winded early, and we understand that.” 
RENNER • Continued from 26
Courtesy of MCT Campus
Tar Heel quarterback Bryn Renner threw just seven interceptions last year.
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Linebacker rotation full of fresh faces
One of the biggest questions for 
South Carolina coming into the 
2013 season was who would play 
linebacker.
Last year, the linebacker and spur 
position was stockpiled with seniors 
including Devonte Holloman, Quin 
Smith, Shaq Wilson and Damario 
Jeffrey. 
The new class of linebackers will 
have to replace most of the tackles 
and leadership lost from last season, 
but linebacker coach Kirk Botkin 
said he is confident in the new 
group.
“It’s a luxury to have the depth 
we have right now,” Botkin said. 
“They’re a little young, a little green 
still, but they are getting there.”
Botkin said he will rotate players 
until he finds the most effective 
players.
But while secondary coach Grady 
Brown plans to use different players 
at different positions, Botkin said 
his plan is to train his to be good in 
one position. He tried training the 
younger players in multiple positions 
earlier in the preseason, but it didn’t 
work out, he said.
Because of the leadership and 
experience Botkin had last season, 
he was able to successfully cross-
train players.
The most recent depth chart has 
sophomore Kaiwan Lewis taking 
over the middle linebacker position. 
The New Jersey native appeared in 
11 games last season, all on special 
teams, and was named the Most 
Improved Linebacker during the 
spring. 
Lewis said he is helping younger 
players like freshman Jonathan 
Walton adjust to the college game 
and hopes to stay healthy this season.
“I’m just trying to be a good 
leader and stay out there on the 
field,” Lewis said. “As long as 
my legs are working, I can play. 
(Walton) has been doing real good, 
but coming from high school, it’s a 
lot of plays, so his head is spinning 
a little bit. But I was in the same 
position last year, so I’m helping him 
come along.”
Behind Lewis at middle linebacker 
are redshirt freshman T.J. Holloman 
and Walton. While Lewis has the 
most experience of the group, 
Botkin said Walton has done “some 
really good things” and is pushing 
for playing time.
Meanwhile, at the weakside 
l inebacker  pos i t ion,  redshir t 
sophomore Marcquis Roberts is 
slated to take over. Roberts has dealt 
with injuries throughout his career, 
but finally became healthy for the 
spring and impressed Botkin.
Chasing Roberts at weakside 
linebacker are two true freshmen, 
Skai Moore and Larenz Bryant. 
“Marcquis has a little bit of an 
edge because he has a spring under 
his belt and was able to knock some 
rust off and fi nish the spring strong,” 
Botkin said. “He had a really good 
(fall) camp and I’m excited about 
him.”
Botkin said to “keep an eye on” 
Moore because of his progress over 
the summer and fall camps.
Bryant, Moore and Roberts were 
pushed into action after Cedrick 
Cooper injured his elbow. Cooper 
Brian Almond / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Sharrod Golightly (9) captured the starting spur position over the summer.
Young players must 




has been battling a hamstring injury . 
Ellington may return with Hampton 
once his health improves.
For now, junior Damiere Byrd will 
line up next to Hampton . Byrd is the 
fastest player on the team and could 
prove to be a weapon if he’s given the 
chance to return a kick.
Tyler Hull will retain punting duties 
this season, and Spurrier said he hopes 
Hull can build on his average return 
last year of 39.4 yards per punt.
The junior could be instrumental 
in setting up good field position for 
the Gamecock offense by pinning 
opponents deep inside their own 
territory. 
Junior Ryland Culbertson will replace 
Walker Inabinet as the Gamecocks ’ 
long snapper. True freshman Drew 
Williams is next in line in case 
Culbertson cannot get the job done. 
The task of place-kicking holder 
will fall to backup punter Patrick Fish . 
If Fish is injured, redshirt freshman 
quarterback Brendan Nosovitch will 
get his playing time as the holder.
Spurrier acknowledged that special 
teams could be a big factor against the 
Tar Heels . He said that the team needs 
to be ready because North Carolina ’s 
special teams are well coached. One 
mistake or big return could swing the 
game in either team’s favor. 
“We have to really hustle on punts, 
kickoffs, block for our punter, things of 
that nature,” Spurrier said. “It’s going 
to be a tough battle for us.”  
SPECIAL • Continued from 25
Renner leads UNC
The hot topic on the defensive side 
of the ball for the Gamecocks has been 
whether they will be able to slow down 
North Carolina coach Larry Fedora ’s 
fast-paced offense.
South Carolina ’s defenders have 
acknowledged that their work will be 
cut out for them.
“I mean, they are fast,” redshirt 
sophomore defensive end Mason Harris 
said. “On fi lm, they were getting plays 
off in ten seconds or less.” 
Senior quarterback Bryn Renner 
leads the up-tempo Tar Heel offense. 
Many draft experts, including the NFL 
Network’s Mike Mayock , think Renner 
has an NFL-ready arm and may be 
the fi rst quarterback to go in the 2014 
draft. 
Renner does not seem at all fazed 
by the fact that he has to go up against 
a South Carolina defense led by star 
defensive end Jadeveon Clowney .
“I’ve waited all of my career to play 
an SEC team,” Renner said. “I’m going 
to enjoy it.” 
Renner had an impressive season 
last year, with just over a 65 -percent 
completion rate and 3,356 yards. 
He finished his junior year with 28 
touchdowns and seven interceptions. 
The good news for the Gamecocks 
is that North Carolina  lost perhaps 
their two best offensive players from 
last season in running back Giovani 
Bernard and guard Jonathan Cooper . 
Cooper was a fi rst-round pick in the 
NFL draft, going to the Arizona 
Cardinals at No. 7 overall. Bernard 
was the fi rst running back taken, going 
in the second round to the Cincinnati 
Bengals . 
However, there are still players that 
the Gamecock defense is going to have 
its hands full trying to stop.
Preseason Second Team All-America 
and First Team All-ACC senior left 
tackle James Hurst will likely play 
on Sundays next year. The matchup 
between him and Clowney will be one 
to watch. 
After Hurst , the Tar Heel offensive 
line is fairly young, with a pair of 
redshirt freshmen among the starting 
five. Jon Heck, at right tackle, and 
Caleb Peterson, at left guard, will 
Ward, Gamecocks 
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Walk-on freshman to get start at kicker
For the majority of spring practice and the 
preseason, it seemed the kicking competition was 
strictly between sophomore Landon Ard and redshirt 
freshman Nick St. Germain . 
But over the last week, walk-on true freshman 
Elliott Fry seems to have snatched the field goal 
kicking duties away from them.
Head coach Steve Spurrier said Fry was kicking the 
best and should be getting the nod.
“He’s been kicking a little bit better than the other 
guys on extra points and fi eld goals,” Spurrier said. 
“I’m not sure who the kickoff man will be yet.” 
Fry seemingly emerged from nowhere, considering 
he was not listed on the depth chart during spring 
ball and at the beginning of the preseason.
It remains to be seen during the early part of the 
season if Spurrier will kick fi eld goals when the score 
is close or if he will rely on his offense.
Last year’s kicker Adam Yates went 11-17 in his 
attempts, and there were several times in kicking 
situations where Spurrier elected to stick with his 
offense instead.
The other key storyline in South Carolina ’s special 
teams is replacing dynamic punt returner Ace Sanders , 
who was a 4th-round draft pick for the Jacksonville 
Jaguars . Sanders was explosive, returning two punts 
for touchdowns last season and nearly breaking 
away for a few more in some games. His average of 
15.3 yards per return, which led the Southeastern 
Conference , will be diffi cult to replicate.
Junior cornerback Victor Hampton will take over 
for Sanders as punt returner, and Spurrier said he has 
done well with catching balls in the preseason.
Hampton will also be returning kickoffs as last 
year’s kick returner, junior receiver Bruce Ellington , 
Hull will return to handle punting, 
Hampton takes over returns
Tanner Abel
TABEL@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
Beth Revelle / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Tyler Hull will be the Gamecocks’ punter this year.SPECIAL • 26
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Shaw, Thompson could both play in 2013
 Senior Connor Shaw is the winningest quarterback 
in South Carolina history, with 17 wins to 3 losses as 
a starter, but that does not mean his starting job is 
safe from junior Dylan Thompson. 
“They’ve done enough things where they both 
deserve to play,” quarterbacks coach G.A. Mangus 
said. “So we’ll see how all that goes.”
While Mangus and coach Steve Spurrier have 
both confi rmed throughout the preseason that Shaw 
will be the starter for the Gamecocks, they’ve also 
made it clear that Thompson will get opportunities.
The two have shown they can effectively split 
playing time, most notably in South Carolina’s 
Outback Bowl win over Michigan, a game in which 
Shaw threw for 224 yards and Thompson tallied 
117, while both tossed two touchdowns apiece. 
“If Connor gets nicked up or gets the wind 
knocked out of him or whatever, then Dylan, he’s 
ready to go play,” Spurrier said. “It worked out 
almost perfectly in the Outback Bowl.”
Both Gamecock signal-callers broke the 1,000-
yard passing mark in 2012, as Shaw fi nished the year 
with 1,956 yards and Thompson threw for 1,027. 
Even though Shaw will likely be splitting time 
with Thompson, he still managed to fi nd his way 
onto the 2013 Manning Award watch list, chosen 
based on ESPN’s 2012 total quarterback rating. 
“Connor is an excellent player,” Spurrier said. 
“He’s sort of a throwback to the quarterbacks that 
can run and pass and run over people if he has to.”
Though he’s drawn praise from his coaches and 
a faction of the national media, Shaw said he won’t 
rest on his winning record as the Gamecocks’ 
quarterback.
“It is what it is right now. I can’t really think about 
it until my career is over with,” Shaw said. “Like I’ve 
said before, all I do is try to win.”
The two South Carolina fi eld generals have been 
pegged as polar opposites since Thompson burst 
onto the scene last year. Shaw has made a name for 
himself as a threat to run, becoming just the second 
Gamecock quarterback to rush for 1,000 yards and 
pass for 3,000 in a career. Thompson is known as a 
more traditional pocket passer. Chris Keohane / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Junior Dylan Thompson threw for 1,027 yards last season and recorded two 300-yard passing games.QB • 14
O-line coach wary of UNC defense
It is always tough in the fi rst game of a season to 
plan for the opponent’s defense. 
Offensive line coach Shawn Elliott admitted it 
will be a challenge for the Gamecock offense at 
fi rst if North Carolina comes out with a defense 
that they have not seen before. 
“We have no idea what type of scheme they’ll 
come out in,” Elliott said. “They may wholesale 
change everything from a year ago. We’ve got to 
be quick thinkers, make decisive decisions and stick 
with them. And if things arise that we haven’t seen, 
we have to make adjustments.” 
Elliott acknowledged that the Tar Heels have a 
talented front seven, but North Carolina has lost 
some of last year’s defense. Their best run stopper, 
defensive tackle Sylvester Williams , was a first-
round pick for the Denver Broncos in the 2013 
NFL Draft . 
North Carolina lined up last year in defensive 
coordinator Vic Koenning ’s 2-4-5 defense on most 
plays, and everyone will see Thursday night if they 
will do the same this season. 
Junior defensive tackle Ethan Farmer and senior 
defensive tackle Tim Jackson will pick up the slack 
with Williams gone. They will try to close down 
running lanes the Gamecocks’ backs, sophomores 
Mike Davis and Brandon Wilds . 
North Carolina has several unique positions on 
defense. The “bandit” position on is one that can 
line up in a three-point stance on the defensive 
line or drift back and be a linebacker. Junior 
Norkeithus Otis will line up in that spot against 
South Carolina .
The Tar Heels also have a “ram” position, which 
is a player who does a little bit of everything. He 
has to be athletic enough to play man coverage and 
physical enough to stop the run. Junior Brandon 
Ellerbe will fi ll that spot for North Carolina . 
The most dangerous weapons on the Tar Hee l 
defense are a pair of seniors who were voted 
preseason All-ACC selections this year. Defensive 
end Kareem Martin, at 6 feet 6 inches tall and 
265 pounds, has a similar build to the Gamecocks ’ 
Jadeveon Clowney . 
Martin can make plays like Clowney , too, with 
his athleticism. Last season, he broke up three 
passes and logged four sacks and 15.5 tackles for 
loss. 
The other player to keep an eye on is safety 
Tre Boston . He had a strong year last season 
with 86 total tackles, six pass breakups and 
four interceptions, one of them returned for a 
touchdown . 
Even with all its talent, the Tar Heel defense was 
prone to giving up high scores last season.
They lost to Georgia Tech 68-50 , and even in 
wins, North Carolina gave up 38 points against 
Maryland , 35 against N.C. State and 34 against 
Virginia Tech .  
South Carolina quarterback senior Connor Shaw 
acknowledged UNC’ s athleticism on defense but 
said he believes the Gamecock offense has what it 
takes to disrupt the Tar Heels . 
“We feel like we can hurt them on some things,” 
Shaw said. “But we have to come in prepared and 
execute.”
Davis said he was also excited to line up against 
the Tar Heels on Thursday.
“I just look at their defense and see they’re fast, 
they fl ow well, they get to the ball quick,” he said . 
“They have a great defense, but we should be 
ready.”
Junior wide receiver Bruce Ellington may not 
play Thursday, but has been helping the other 
receivers study the Tar Heels ’ pass defense.
“They run a lot of different combos,” Ellington 
said. “We got to adjust to it, and you know Connor 
and Dylan , they’re going do a great job running 
plays for us to catch the ball and get open.”
Redshirt sophomore right tackle Brandon Shell 
said he knows the Tar Heels’ front seven is talented 
and definitely will not take them lightly. Shell 
added that he has a lot of faith in the offensive line 
to slow them down.
“We’ve been working on everything,” he said. 
“Coach Spurrier is going to put us in the best 
predicament to run plays and win the game.”  
 
Offense will face fi rst-team All-
ACC player at defensive end
Tanner Abel
SPORTS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
Courtesy of MCT Campus
Tar Heel defensive end Kareem Martin (95) will look to disrupt Connor Shaw and the Gamecock offense.
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will likely miss at the 
least the home opener 
against North Carolina. 
He also missed all of 
spring practice because 
of a knee injury he 
suffered in the Outback 
Bowl. 
One of the more 
experienced players 
r e m a i n i n g  a t  t h e 
linebacker and spur 
pos i t ions ,  Sharrod 
Golightly, is set to 
take over at spur. The 
redshirt junior has 
appeared on special 
teams over the last 
two years and shared 
Most Improved Safety 
honors with redshirt 
freshman Jordan Diggs, 
who is his primary 
competition.
“I think Golightly 
has kind of separated 
himself as the guy right 
now,” Botkin said. 
“Diggs is coming along 
and doing some okay 
things, but Golightly is 
doing some really good 
things right now.” 
LINEBACKERS • Contin-
ued from 15
Mike Davis gets the nod
Slight change to uniforms
For most of the summer, South 
Carolina fans did not know which 
tailback would be walking out onto 
the fi eld fi rst when the season started. 
Finally, at the end of fall camp, they 
learned that sophomore Mike Davis 
would start against North Carolina.
But that does not mean that 
redshirt sophomores Brandon Wilds 
and Shon Carson are going to be out 
of the picture. Instead, runningbacks 
coach Everette Sands said all three 
would receive significant playing 
time.
Wilds is a proven rusher who 
recorded three 100-yard games in 
fi ve career starts, all of which came 
his freshman year in place of Marcus 
Lattimore, who was injured. Wilds 
was redshirted last season after 
suffering a high ankle sprain. 
Wilds reportedly gained strength 
and speed during his redshirt season 
and is now listed at 6 feet 2 inches 
tall and 223 pounds. 
“I wanted to play, but it was better 
for me to sit out,” he said.
Carson’s time at South Carolina 
has been plagued by injuries.
Carson tore his ACL during his 
second game, against Georgia and 
received a redshirt. After sitting 
out a year, Carson injured his wrist 
in 2012 , keeping him out until the 
Outback Bowl win against Michigan. 
Carson did not participate in 
spring practice because he was a 
member of the Gamecock’s baseball 
team. He turned down a chance to 
play professional baseball out of high 
school. 
Carson said he thinks he brings 
a unique speed and ability to catch 
out of the backfi eld to the team. The 
former Lake City star will have an 
opportunity to return either punts 
or kickoffs, which he did early in his 
career at South Carolina.
Another tailback who might 
see some time on the field is true 
freshman David Williams, who came 
to South Carolina as a four-star 
recruit out of Philadelphia. 
“I’m coming in here every day 
trying to compete and get the plays 
down, because I’m already behind 
the other guys,” Williams said. “I’m 
just going to keep working like I have 
been and improving day by day.”
While all these runningbacks will 
compete for the starting job, they 
all know they have the potential to 
get signifi cant playing time, because 
Sands has said he believes in the 
two-runningback system that has 
sprouted up throughout college 
football and the NFL. 
OFFENSE




South Carolina will wear 





Under Armour hopes to create uni-
forms that will stay for years to come.
When the Gamecocks take the fi eld 
against North Carolina in the 2013 
season opener, the team will have a 
slightly different look than fans are 
used to.
Earlier this month, Under Armour 
rolled out a brand-new uniform set 
for South Carolina football.
In terms of looks, the threads are 
not too much of a departure from the 
uniform the Gamecocks have worn 
for the past two years; the name and 
number fonts remain the same, and 
the stripes have been moved from the 
front of the jersey to the shoulders.
But the signifi cance of the new kits 
goes beyond the aesthetics.
“Coach [Steve] Spurrier has 
established a tradition of excellence at 
South Carolina ,” Under Armour told 
gamecocksonline.com . “And we’ve 
worked together to create a uniform 
that would be viewed in the same light 
and would instantly be known as the 
South Carolina design for years to 
come .”
The number of stripes on the 
jersey, pants and helmet total 11 , a 
number chosen to refl ect the number 
of buildings on the Horseshoe .
The set includes the Gamecocks ’ 
traditional garnet home and white 
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Experience returns to corner positionsReceivers, tight ends banged up for game
South Carolina’s depth chart at the cornerback 
position this year can be best described as top-
heavy.
Redshirt senior Jimmy Legree and redshirt 
junior Victor Hampton, the projected starters at 
defensive back in secondary coach Grady Brown’s 
defensive backfi eld, combined to start 20 games 
last season. 
With no starting experience in the rest of USC’s 
crop of corners, Brown’s challenge in 2013 will be 
to fi nd the best complements to his two returning 
starters.
“We need four corners, defi nitely,” Brown said. 
“We need as many as we can get, but we defi nitely 
need four.”
Hampton’s 12 starts last year were the most by 
a Gamecock cornerback in 2012, and Legree made 
the most of his eight starting opportunities, tying 
for a team best with three interceptions last season.
While Hampton admits that he entered his 
career at South Carolina with a decidedly negative 
attitude, he has felt himself mature into the positive 
infl uence he’ll need to be this year.
“You get more confi dent. You become a leader,” 
Hampton said. “People look at you to do things 
the right way. That’s what I’m trying to do. I’m 
just trying to lead by example.”
Outside of Hampton and Legree, there is one 
other cornerback who has earned consensus praise 
from his coaches and teammates throughout 
preseason camp.
Brown and defensive coordinator Lorenzo Ward 
have made it clear that redshirt sophomore Ahmad 
Christian has solidified his role as the tertiary 
corner entering the year.
“Ahmad is defi nitely third,” Ward said. “Ahmad 
could go in either side. If Vic went down or Jimmy 
went down, Ahmad would be the fi rst guy in the 
game.”
While he didn’t receive any starts in 2012, 
Christian did see some limited playing time in 12 
of South Carolina’s contests last season, recording 
eight tackles on the year. 
Freshman Jamari Smith and redshirt freshman 
Rico McWilliams will continue to battle for the 
distinction of fourth option at cornerback, and 
Brown said he is confident the competition for 
playing time at corner is indicative of his group’s 
strength.
“I believe it represents guys putting in work 
over the summer, trying to become better players, 
watching fi lm and everything,” Brown said. “It’s a 
long season, you know? We need all those guys to 
be the best players they can be.”
Legree, one of only five seniors on South 
Carolina’s roster this year, shares his coach’s 
comfort with the depth of his position group this 
fall.
“I have no problem with anything, really,” 
Legree said. “Whoever (the coaches) put starting, 
they can trust them and know that they’ll make the 
plays they’re supposed to make.”
South Carolina’s passing defense ranked No. 21 
in the country last season, a distinction that will be 
challenged by three teams the Gamecocks will face 
this year. Arkansas, Tennessee and Clemson each 
had top-25 passing defenses last year. 
Brown will look to make up for inexperience 
with talent and potential this year, and he said his 
cornerbacks will simply have to exert their will to 
win over their opponents in order to be successful.
“We just have to compete,” Brown said. “It’s 
about trying to out-compete the guy that you’re 
playing against and trying to be tougher than they 
are.” 
Photos by Chris Keohane / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Senior Jimmy Legree (15) recorded three inter-
ceptions last season, which tied for the team lead.
Sophomore Ahmad Christian solid-
ifi es role as third defensive back
Tanner Abel
TABEL@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
There are a few familiar wide 
receivers from last season that will 
return this year for South Carolina, 
but some new names are expected to 
contribute, too.
The big story involving the 
receivers for the game against North 
Carolina is the status of junior Bruce 
Ellington, who has been dealing 
with a hamstring injury . He would 
normally start as an outside receiver, 
but is not listed as a starter in the 
depth chart USC released before this 
week’s game . 
Spurrier said that Ellington has 
been running around in practice the 
past few days and that the coaching 
and training staff will have to play it 
by ear to see what he can do against 
the Tar Heels.
G a m e c o c k  f a n s  h o p e  t h a t 
Ellington, who caught the game-
winning touchdown against Michigan 
in last season’s Outback Bowl , will 
able to step on the fi eld and perform. 
He led the team in receiving yards 
with 600 last year to go along with 
40 catches and seven touchdowns. 
Junior Damiere Byrd is listed 
ahead of Ellington for the Thursday 
night matchup. Byrd may also line up 
in the slot position because he is the 
fastest player on the team . At 5-feet 
9-inches tall and 166 pounds , he also 
has the frame for it. 
Byrd had 14 receptions for 366 
yards and three touchdowns last 
season. He led the team with a little 
more than 26 yards per catch . His 
big play ability is not in question, but 
Byrd said he wants his role to become 
larger than what it was.
“I feel like the receivers are on the 
right track now,” he said. “Personally, 
I just want to be more consistent and 
make more plays for the team.” 
Starting in the slot will be redshirt 
junior Nick Jones . Jones will be 
looking to improve from last season 
where he was not involved as much, 
only tallying 12 catches for 197 yards . 
Head coach Steve Spurrier said Jones 
did “very well” in the preseason and 
seems as ready as any receiver to play 
North Carolina. 
The other outside receiver will 
be highly touted sophomore Shaq 
Roland .
As a freshman, Roland did not do as 
much as the Gamecock coaching staff 
expected him to, only recording fi ve 
catches for 80 yards and a touchdown . 
But now that Ace Sanders, last year’s 
leader for receptions and passing 
touchdowns , is in the NFL, Roland 
will get more chances to produce. 
Some of the reserves at receiver 
include redshirt freshman Kwinton 
Smith and 6-foot-4-inch redshirt 
sophomore K.J Brent .
Both are expected to see some 
playing time, and if the Gamecocks 
are in need of someone to go vertical, 
Brent’s height fi ts the bill. Brent said 
he thinks he had a better preseason 
than last year and is ready to 
contribute when he enters the game. 
Redhsirt sophomore wide receiver 
Shamier Jeffery will also see some 
playing time this fall. Shamier is the 
younger brother of Chicago Bears 
receiver and former Gamecock star 
Alshon Jeffery. Spurrier said a few 
weeks ago that Jeffery had improved 
a lot from last year and should be 
ready to go.
A key storyline may also be the 
status of junior tight end Rory 
“Busta” Anderson . Spurrier at 
his Sunday press conference said 
Anderson is still hobbled by a 
hamstring injury , and Spurrier said 
Tuesday that Anderson will not play, 
according to The Greenville News . 
Anderson is supposed to replace last 
year’s tight end, Justice Cunningham, 
who was “Mr. Irrelevant” in this 
year’s past NFL Draft. Anderson was 
voted preseason Second Team All-
SEC by coaches and media . 
If he cannot go, sophomore tight 
end Jerell Adams will take his place as 
starter. Adams has been dealing with 
an ankle injury himself , but Spurrier 
mentioned he should be ready for the 
game without any problems. 
Spurr ier  sa id  in  h i s  press 
conference that it will be interesting 
to see how confident his receivers 
are, because many of them haven’t 
played much in games.
He added that  during this 
week of practice, he hoped to see 
improvement in the passing game.
“I  wish  we were  throwing 
better,” Spurrier said. “I wish our 
quarterbacks and receivers were 
hitting and catching better. But 
anyway, we’ll keep working on it up 
to game time and see if we can pitch 
it around a little bit better than we 
have been.”  
Chris Keohane / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Rory Anderson (81) will miss the UNC 
game due to a hamstring injury. Back-
up Jerell Adams is also hobbled.
Ellington questionable, 
Anderson out for opener
Tanner Abel
TABEL@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
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